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FOREWORD _ 2

This bulletin on Pend Oreille County is one of a second éd;tiob. series v

p
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thirty-nine counties of the State of Washington. The original series was initiate
in 1956 by the Washington State Department of Agriculture, State funde were
matched by moneys from the United States Department of Agriculture under the
Research and Marketing Act of 1946, - ‘ )

County agricultural data books are intended to serve a variety of needs,
Continually changing conditions in a dynamic state such as Washingtcn require con-
stant planning by groups and invididuals, especially in the field of marketing
agricultural products, Knowledge of land resources, population and agricultural-
sconomic trends in a local area such as Pend Oreille County is of great value,
This book will be useful for reference in public and private instruction by social
studies teachers, It has been devised also to inform adults interested in knowi
more about their immediate area, :

Selected geographlc faets, agricultural history, population trends and
statistical data are included to give an overall appreciation of Pend Oreille
County., Enumerations of the United States Censuses of Population and Agriculture
are summarized to give a perspective of development since the establisimert of
Pend Oreille County. Facts on topography, soil, climate and forest which influence .
farming are irtegrated from surveys and reports of government agencles. Estimates ‘
of leading cr¢ps by years since 1939 by the Washington Crop and Livestock Reporting .
Servide provicde a measure of the trend in the agriculture of the county farm e
industry, '

Acknowleclgment is accorded the professional work of several persons, '
Tmmediate direction was under Emery C. Wilcax, Agricultural Statistician in
Eherge, Field Operations Division, Statistical Reporting Service, United States
Department of Agriculture, Research involved in up-dating and reviging the
original information and the preparation of the manuscript of the second edition
of the Pend Oreille County bulletin were performed by George K. Saito, Research
_Analyst, Washington State Departmeat of Agriculture, Editing of the first draft
~ of the preseni, bulletin was done by Bmery C, Wilcox. Agricultural Statisticians
of the Washington Crop and Livestock Reporting Service gave valuabls assistances
Margaret B, Quiroga, Washington State Department of Agriculture, typed all of the
textual and tabular material and prepared the graphs, The bulletins were repro-
duced and asscmbled by members of the clerical staif of the Washington Crop and
Iivestock Reporting Service, ' B . :

‘(l

- Cameron Adams, Acting Director™ -
. Olywpla, Washington - . Washington State Department of Agriculture
My 1, 1968 . ’

b Y

Fupds for this bulletin provided by the Washington State Department
of Agricnituye wers matched by the United States Department of Agriculture
under tie Resecarch and karketing Aot of 1046, o
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Crop and Livestosck Reporting Service Bulletin e d

. ) . PART I

. . HISTORY OF PEND OREILLE COUNTT

Introductioni.- S

Pend Oreille County ie situated in the northeastern corner of the state of
' Washington, It is the area where the Pend Oreille River separates the Okanogan
Highlands from the Selkirk Range, The county supports an expanding agricultiral

’ economy based primarily on livestock, forest products and feed crops. = °

Pend Orellle's area of 1,428 square miles (approximately 913,920=acrés) makes
1t twenty~£ifth in size among the 39 Washington counties, The county is' .roughly
rectangular and is about 65 miles north to south and 17 to 27 miles sast to west,

‘ Aeéording~to the 1959 Census of Agriculture, nearly 1lh percent of the county"
- land area was in farms and arcund 2 percent or 16,317 acres was in harvested crop-
land, Over 80 percent of the county is in forests, Some of the forested aress. '

- Py Y STy
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’ Topography and cliﬁaté‘reatrict the number and acreége of crops and the
county is best suited to livestook and livestock products as far as agriculture
is poncerned, .Crops, however, whon added to the livestoek: industry, maks: agri-
By 16 &8 -ms v;:: c 2 & otal economi BB ce bage of Pend Ore a Lo nyﬂ
Since the early nineteenth century, people -of varied origins and natioralities
have settled.in the county and.hgve developed the agricultural enmterprise. The
- annamamda hd ob avers hhaow Wan sutn o mam e PRVTRITRL T - ¥
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with employment in mining, the forest products. industry and service trades.

History- 1/ - . ..

The first white men to explore the Pend Oreiile Valle& wore British fur
traders attached to the Northwest and Hudson Bay Fur Companies, Among the early
Englishmen in the-area was David Thomnson who explored the valley in 1809, .The

Pend Oreille River became an early route used by fur fraders to travel between

Pend Oreille Lake and the Columbia River, The Kalispel Indians who inhablted the
region traded with the French~Canadian trappers of the upper Columbia River Basin,
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2 Pend Oreille County, Washington

to the Pend Oreille Valley, Interest in agriculture also was stimulated by
missionary activity at Tskimakian Mission by Elkhana Walker near present Spring-
dale in Stevens County and by the Hudson Bay Company at Fort Colwille, David
Douglas and Angus McDonald of the Hudsen Bay Company introduced cattle into the
Colville Vallsy. The Kalispel Indians raised horses of the Cayuse type which had
a good market throughout the Inland Empire during the fur trading and early pros-
pecting period,

White settlement in the Pend Oreills Valley was discouraged between 18L0 and
1870 because of general Indian hostllity in northeastern'washington. Mineral
resources, however, atgracted the first wave of permenent settlers into the area
during this period, Prospectors and miners moved into the Pend Oreille River
drainage .area for gold and silver, Lead and zinc also were discovered in northern
Pend Oreille vounty but it was not feasible to mine until roads and railrcads
were built into the area, By 1878, a small scale lead and zinc mining operation
was starbed at Metaline Falls, Trangient laborers and some permanent settlers
were brought into the area by the Mammoth and Morning Company, Pend Oreille Mines
and Metal Cpmpany and Metaline Mines and Metal Company--three pioneer mining com=-
pam.es in 'Gﬂe 1'3!10 UI'GZL.L.LB va.u.ey. Since J.OOU, Pand Oreille uoum&y has been the
gtate’s leading lead and zino mining region and has ranked second to Chelan
County in value of mineral production, :

Hinlng in the area recelﬁe addsd im"eﬁﬁs 1th th
e NG Qe 2 [1S 0, NLIWaUKe - *
area. The completion of a branch line by the Chicago, Milwaukee and St, Paul
Railway to the mineral areas of the county did much to cause the lumber boom after

1910, ZLumbering became an important industry at Newport, Usk, Cusick and Iomne, -

An important cement industry also developed in the region after 1911, The Lehigh ‘

Portland Cement Company, located at Metaline Falls, became one of the state!s
1eading cement manufacturing operations. Thie company supp;ied cement for the

1 A
congtruction of Grand Coules Dam and other projects in sastern Washington during

the 1930!s and 19L0's,
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hi sorical summary has been derived from six sources:
(1) Ernestine A, Hamburg, Geograggv of Pend Oreille County, Washir
Thesis, Master of Arts, geography, University of thhingtona 1943,

72 pages, illustrated, Library, University of Washington, Seattle,
2) Robv L. D4 ngee, Newport Mi finer, 1930, Historical Sketches nf Pend

L] Sy g Smeam o S T A e e mae

Orellle County, waé*iggton, Newport, Washlington,
) Richard M, Perry, ihe Counties of Washington, Secretary of State of
)

‘i-\

Washirgton, Olym.pia,l9h3° See section on m Pend Oreilie County s
Washirgton State Historical Soclety and Writers! Program of the Works
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Progress Administration, Washi ton A CGuide 1o the Evergraen State,
Revised Edition, 1950, Pages 525-532.

{5) Washington Association of County Commissioners and Engineevs, Book of
the Counties, 1953, Washington State College, Pullman, pp, Wi=kL7.

(6) Pend Oreille Coumty's Temporary County Agent!, The Washinpton Earmer,
Spokane, Washington, May 3, 1956, ps 5. A description of Gounty Agent

Erle Hupp's Work in Pond Oreille County from 1919 to 1955,

e,
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Earller, Indian hostility, lack of good roads, remotencss from markets and the
problem of clearing forest lands discouraged farm settlements, Defare the 1890's,
8 fow cattlemen used the graging lands of the Pend Oreille Valley and of Deer
Valley south of Newpert, Early settlers such as Jim Davies, Albeni Poirier and
Joo Cusiok drove cattle to Rathdrum in Idaho and %o Spokane. During the 1890's
and early 1900's, the Great Northern brought new homesteaders and land seekers to
Cusick Flats and into the Calispell Lake district, One of the earliest products
from the Cusick Flats diastrict was wild grass hay. Oats also were an important
sialonlzgr orop in the heavy aoila of the old lake bed now called the Calispell

&

Dairying began arcund 1091, Milk, butter and cream were sold locally to
l'mber and mining camps or were assembled at Usk and Newport for shipment via the
'eat Northern Railway Cusick and Usk developed into important dairy areas.
The Calispell Creamery Company was organized at Usk by W, C, Cusick, a pioneer
dairymen, By 1900, there were about LOO head of milk cows belo.ging to mambers of
the Calispell Dairymente Cooperative and it was manufacturing over 26,000 pounds
* -butter annually and distributing milk %o lumber and mining towns throughout

“r.re area, -

On March 1, 1911, Pond Oreille County was created from the eastern part of
Jer 8.zvens county by the Washington . State Legisla.ture making it the last county

¢l
t» be zomeu m the ua‘ue. me name or the counuy was uenveo n-om me maaor

&4

en’l,y French furtrappars to deacribe theKaliapal Indians who wore pendam;a of
g..011 on thelr ears,

The 1920 Census of Agriculture showed that the pioneer farmers of Pend
Oreille County had made gonsiderable progress in a period of thirty years, Enue
morators via:lting 586 fa.rma in the county found that !amers had 120,000 acres of

land and had improved 43,000 acres, There were 2,300 dairy cattle, 1,300 beef

cattle, 1,350 horses and mules, 570 sheep and 680 head of hogs on farms, Main

produo{a being s0ld or used on the farm during that year were milk, cream and

bitter, chicke:s and BEES i d 1livestock, Crops sold from farms 1n the county in
lal

'l( n wrovin wwa s ad &1 Haer amd Pomd msndumn ervandh dnllh AN and asemaunial
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wmat e1j cash grains valusd at $52,000 were “arvested from Pend Oreille County
f.ms that season,

Nisart mare & 10 ‘M\!a Domad NuadV1Ma Mo ta anndanlduna. Tumhandne and md ndns
“‘“ Bl YMNT LJJV " AVUM VaATLLLAY WY e~ “5‘ bl U O VRV AL ARG UMARAA MR

went through 2 period of retrenchment nnd there was little or no expansion in
population. Dairying and general farming met with economic difficulties. Lumber

rills and mines were forced to clese down, In 1936, the Resettlement Adminis-
tration of thoe Faderal Gaversmant bousht 196 00 aavas of land in the amuntv vhish
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was determined to be agriculturally submarginal and where the settlers were

. willing to move elsewhere, This land was added to the existing Kaniksu National

Forest,

In the early 1940%s, the economy of Pend Oreille County began to recover
from the depression years, The cement industry at Metaline Falls was active in
supplying construction materials for the building of Grand Coulee Dam and other
government projects, Wartime needs for strategic mimerals such as sinc and lead
mined in the Metaline Falle grea and for logs and lumber from the Teserves of
Kanlksn National Forest brought increased employment. Although there was consi-

derable migration of people from the area to the industrial centers of the state
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during. the 19408, there was an increase.in the county population of about. 300,
Many persons. residing.in.the county were employed in:the:construction of the U, S,
Naval Training Station a,t Farragut on Lake Pend Oreille acroas the Idaho line,

Mter 3950, Pend Oreille County'a agrwultural production increased steadily
and became more. specialized, Higher:prices for grains, beef cattle, dairy and
poultry products stimnlated production;: A growing market in the:greater Spokane-
region became & strong incentive for the countyt!s dairy and poultry production. -
The value of all. farm-products sold from Pend Oreille County farms increased - -
greatly from 1549 when it was worth $990,359 to $1,043,708 in 195k and $o
$1,487,u89 in 1959,

Many private and public organizations hava contributed guidam.e and leader-
ahip in the progress of Pend Oreille:agriculiure, These include such groups as
the early Calispell Creamery Cooperativey:the:county chapter of ths Washington -
Dairyments Asgociation (later the Pairy:Federation),.the Inland Empire Dairymen’s
Association, the Pend Oreille Milk Producerts Association, the Pend Oreille Dairy
Herd Improvement Assocliation and the county chapter of the Washington Cattlemenle
Association, Public agensies which have assisted agricultural development. in: the
county are the Agricultural Extension Service through its county agents stationed
at Newport and fieldmen of ‘the: Uni'bed States Soil Conservation Servicésin the
Pend Oreille district,




